
 

 

ONLINE STUDY GROUP 
SEPTEMBER 7 – NOVEMBER 23, 2021 

Tuesdays 7:30 – 9:00pm on Zoom 
 
 

BRANCHING STREAMS FLOW IN THE DARKNESS 
Zen Talks on the Sandokai by Shunryu Suzuki Roshi 

 
 
 
SEP.   7           First Talk:  Things-As-It-Is                                                Page 25–36 
 
SEP.  14          Second Talk:  Warm Hand to Warm Hand                                      Page 37–48 
 
SEP.  21          Third Talk:  Buddha Is Always Here                                               Page 49–59 
 
SEP.  28          Fourth Talk:  The Blue Jay Will Come Right into Your Heart        Page 61–71 
                                                                      
OCT.  5           Fifth Talk:  Today We May Be Happy  & 
                        Sixth Talk:  The Boat Is Always Moving                                         Page 71–94 
 
OCT. 12          Seventh Talk:  Without Any Idea of Attainment                              Page 95–107 
 
OCT. 19          Eighth Talk:  Within Light There is Utter Darkness                         Page 109–120 
 
OCT. 26          Ninth Talk:  The Willow Tree Cannot Be Broken                            Page 121–133 
 
NOV.  2          Tenth Talk:  Suffering Is a Valuable Thing                                       Page 135–146 
 
NOV.  9          A short talk during zazen & 
                        Eleventh Talk:  We Should Not Stick to Words or Rules                 Page 151–160 
 
NOV. 16         Twelfth Talk:  Do Not Pass Your Days and Nights in Vain             Page 161–175  
 
NOV. 23         Talk given to a visiting class:   
                        We Are Just a Tiny Speck of Big Being & 
                        The Sandokai, compiled translation by Suzuki Roshi                      Page 177–191 
 
 
Verse for Opening Sutras (Kaikyōge) 
 
The Dharma, incomparably profound and infinitely subtle, is rarely met,  
even in a hundred thousand million kalpas.  
Now we see it, hear it, receive and maintain it.  
May we completely realize the Tathagata’s true meaning. 



 

 

 
Verse for Closing Sutras (Fuekō) 
 
May the merit of this penetrate 
into each thing in all places. 
So that we, with all sentient beings 
together realize the Buddha Way. 
 
	


